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Being, 4 ful ANSWE Reoa PAPER in- 
duſtriouſſy diſperſed ; called, A Roman 
-CkrTroLICE's Reasons why He Cannot 
eh, to the PROTASTANT RELIGION: | 
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OAT HE Re Ae er by Protestant i 
the true, original find uncorrupted Nell 
gion of Jzsys CHRIST and his Apoſtles. 
Thoſe antrent- Oreeds, the Apoſtles and Ni- 
cene, Which by the Ponfeſton of Papiſte 
are emp of the genuine Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
contain a g of the Proteſtant Faith, Our Ene- 


mies — being Judges, no one falſe Doctrine can be 
*% 4 A 2 charged 
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4 AA PrxoOTEsTANT's RE agons 
*  Cchargediipon us, as we'make no Opinions the Condition 
b of being admitted into our Church (which appears by 
1 our Form of Baptiſm) but what being founded upon the 
| infallible Word of Gop, have been always acknowledged 
tobe true by the whole Chriſtian Church. As the Pro- 
teſtam Faith is thus genuine and unexceptionable, ſo is 
our Religious Morſbip, our Adverſaries again being Judges, 
pure and uncorrupt. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy | | 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, (Luke iv. 8.) is the 
Rule of Proteſtant Practice. The Sacraments likewiſe 7 
are adminiſtred by us according to our Sdvipur's Appoint- 7 
ment, without ſuperſtitious. Additions, or facrilegious O- 
miſſion of the Cup. The Proteſtant Doctrine, Worſhip 
and Communion, thus pure and undefiled, are beyond the 
each of Cenſure. But as Providence permitted it to 
ppen in the F-wyh Church, that the corrupt and ido- 
latrous Worſhip of BAA L was mixt with the Worſhip of 
the true Gop, ſo the Church of Rome, ſowing Tares. | 
among the beat, has gradually introduced great Cor- 
__ and Idolatry into the Chriſtian Doctrine and | 
orſhip. e 1 q £43 B. | 
The Creed of Pope Pius IV. which is now the Stan- 
dard of the Romiſh Faith, was publiſhed no longer ago | | 
than December 9. 1564. and ſo is near 40 Years more 
modern than Luther. This eminent Man was not the 
Founder of the Proteſtant Religion, but an Inſtrument 
raiſed up by Providence to increaſe the Number of thoſe 
good Chriſtians, who in England and many other Places 
had declared, long before Luther, their Abhorrence of 
Popiſn Corruptions, and ſuffered grervous Perfecutions for 
adhering to the Truths of the Goſpel. - Notwithſtanding 
the cruel Endeavours of the Church of- Rome, to deſtroy 
the fincere Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; yet great Numbers 
of ſuch continued, thro! the ſeveral Ages, in many Places of 
Europe, beſides vaſt Multitudes of Chriſtians, in other 
Parts of the World, who had never bowed the Knee to | 
BAAL, or ſubmitted to the Romiſh Yoke, _ = = 
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II. The Faith of Proteſtants, which is no other than 
the conſtant Faſth of the Chriſtian Church founded upon 
Scripture, has been always preſerved according to our bleſ- 
| ſed Saviour's Promiſe; the Gates of Hell, (notwithſtanding 
the Violence of profeſſed Enemies, -and the corrupt Addi- 
ons of pretended Friends) have not prevailed againſt theſe 
genuine Articles of the Chriſtian Religion. Has this 
4 Faith failed? Have there not always been great Num- 
bers, even the whole Body of Chriſtians; who have pro- 
feſt thoſe Doctrines which Proteſtants embrace ? The 
m_— 1 no means be called the firf?, or 1 
hurch : Chri Churches were formed and 
— at Feruſalem, Antioch, and ſeveral other Parts of 
the World, before the Goſpel was preached at Rome. Some 
of the diſtin guiſhing Tenets of Popery were not heard of 
for many hundred Years after the Apoſtles, and to this 
Day have never been received by the whole, or the great- 
eſt Part of the Chriſtian Church. In particular, the | 
boaſted Supremacy and pretended Infallibility of the Bi- | 
ſnop or Pope of Rome, was never univerſally acknow- 5 
3 even in the groſſeſt Times of Tgnorance : for it is 
well known, that = ai the World was ſunk into the, 
8 Ignorance, Popery had the greateſt Succeſs. The | 
ruth of the Caſe is this; the Corrupt Additions 'of © 4 
weak or wicked Men, frequently oppoſed before, were A 
more univerſally ed at the Bleſſed Reformation; the 
true antient Chriſtian Faith was retained, and ny that 
Religious Wonſbip free from Superſtition or Idolatry 
— we * God in Spirit and in Truth, * = 
ſidering him as a ſpiritual Being, and fo not preſuming * 
Pan any Idea or Notion of the moſt high Gop, by as 
icture of an old Man; or to make any Repreſentation 
of the bleſſed Trinity ; expreſly allowed, blaſphemous as 
it is,” by that authentic Popiſh 9 the C tech n of the 
Council of Trent,” p. 301. 
''Phe whole Church of Cn RISTH can never fail, 1. 6: 
n ea be * (in different 


Ages 


een tenen ee ee 


www 3 Py + % WH eee FF O02 ee ee 


P _ . * — 
9 


* A . 


5 Ages different Numbers) who adhere to the Doctrine aq 
Worſhip appointed in the Goſpel. Tis however an Inſul: 
upon the Underſtanding, of his Hearers, for any Popiſn 
Prieſt to ſay, that Hin or Itaꝭy is. more ſecure. from 
dangerous Notions and Practices than England, Sweden, 
or any other Country, Providence will not ſuffer the 4 
whole Church of, Cnnier to fall into fatal Miſtakes; 
but there is no Promiſe of Security to any particular Place 
or Nation, eſpecially not; to the] Church. of Rome, to 
whom the Apoſtle's Advice in his Epiſtle to at ver 
Church, (Nam, xi. 20, 21.) is very remarkable, Be Þ 
Bigb- minded, but fear ;. for if Ga, ſpared, not the natural | 
Branches (the Jews) take bead let dif) alſo. ſpang Þ 
THEE : this Caution was given to the Ghurth r Rome; © 
as the Apoſtle tells them, ver. 25. alt they Hould bs 
wiſe in their dwn Conceit ; leſt they; ſhould flatter them- 
ſelves. with the vain Notion of the Impoſſibility of theit © 
falling away, or aſſume, a Superiority. Wer er Shealtun 1 
Brethren of other Countries. D Hf 8 
The once flouriſhing, Churches of Aa 7” are py unhap+ b 
pily overrun by Mahometan Delufions-;'-England and o- 
ther Proteſtant Countries were formerly: under great Er- NF 
rors, Popiſh Oountries are ſo now, ; but ſill Providene? 
has always preſerved ſome faithful Perſons i in ſome Part of th 
the World or other, Who maintain the [true Chriſtian 7 
Faith and Worthip,.-: If therefore Papiſts, who embrace 4 
3. Creed framed ſince LUTHER, ſhould ask that abſurd 
er, ſo often ſufficiently anſwered, Where was your © 
| ien before LuTakk,?, The Reply is very plain and * 
. en ; the Proteſtant. Religion, being the original ns 
| ion of JESUs [CHRIST was; always contained in 
fie i = Scriptures, . and profeſt by the whole Chriſtian 
arld, not only in Europe, hut in all other Parts, the 
88 as well as Weſtern Churches, When barbarbus 
tions of Gothe and V andals had forced their Way like 8 
a Torrent, and Europe was ſunk into) Ignorunce, ſdme 1 
Mk theſe Churches wee ſeduced by Popes, ande ti their Crea+ 
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afiq YA kires; into abſurd and dangerous Cofrüptions of "Chiiſtia- 
ſult; WF nity. Theſe Corruptions, propaga ed in thoſe gelb Gs 
iſh were wiſel rejected at the Reformation; Religious Wor: 
on hip was brought back again to its original Purity, in 3 


le, WW anguage underſtood by the. P eople 3. the | holy Sacra- 
the mene were adminiſtred according zo the Appointment of 


our dlefſed Saviour: in the Lord's Supper Communion 
under both Kinds was juſtly reſtored, as being command- 
to ed by CuxrTs T, and practiſed in all Chriftian Churches 
ery for 1400 Years, The RNellgion of Proteſtants therefore 
not is truly antient and catholic; always has been preſerved 
wal in the World; and being no other than the Religion of 
nd Isos CHRIST, there can be no doubt but all the Pro: 
metz 3 miſes in Scripture in favour of the Church of CurIsT, 
will be verified, as hitherto | have been, in the Pre- 
ſervation of this true Chriſtian Proteſtant Faith and Wor- 
III. Upon Examination it plainly appears, that the firſt 
Foundations of Popery were 14id b 7 the-unwarrantable 
Pride, Ambition or Covetouſneſs of wicked Popes and their 
Abettors; the gainful Proje&t has been carried on by 
Craft, Treachery, and Violence. The particulat Tings 
and Perſons 'whg introduced the ſeveral, Carruptions, are 
| well known; many of theſe were boxrowed from the 
Heathens, where they had been very uſeful for increaſing 
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cel, of which Popes have always been extreamiy Watch- 
ful, they procured the R tion of th 1 1 
and profitable Uſages, firſt in one Kingdom, then in 
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of Popery, that the Pope is Univer/al Biſbop, was artfully 
obtained, many hundred Years a RIST Tg 
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—Y APzoTtrerAnt's RZMGouns 
ſelf to be made Emperor: and in return for the Favous * 


and Countenance he received from Pope Bonirace, 


this Murderer conferred upon him the Title of Univerſal 


Biſhop ; tho', as the Popiſh Writers acknowledge, his Pre- 
deceſſor Pope GREGORY had declared a few Years be- 


fore, Whoever calls. himſelf, or deſires to be called by athers 


the Univerſal Biſhop, is a Forerunner of Antichriſt, And 
in another of his Epiſtles—that ſuperſtitious and haughty 
Name of Univerſal. Biſhop. But this haughty Name not 
being ſufficient to gratif the Ambition of Popes, they 
have added the proud Title of Univerſal Prince. Thus 
Pope P1vs V. expreſly ſtiles himſelf, over all Nations 
and Kingdoms Prince (ſuper omnes Gentes & omnia Regna 
Princeps) in that wicked Bull, which he publiſhed to de- 
rive that glorious Princeſs Queen ELIZABETH of her 
minions, Crown and Dignity ; wherein are likewiſe 
denounced the moſt dreadful Curſes againſt faithful Sub- 
jects for obeying their lawful Sovereign. N 
To theſe Maxims of Power, Popes have added 
many profitable DoEtrines, ſuch as Purgatory ; a State 
of Puniſhment from which they pretend the Dead may 
be delivered 2 Prayers and Maſfes purchaſed by the Liv- 
ing; of the ſame Sort is their Doctrine of auricular Con- 
feſſion and Abſolution, Saint-making, Indulgencies and 
Diſpenſations; for which certain Prices are fix'd in the 
Chancery-Court of the Church of Rome. A Catalogue 
of the Sums paid for the reſpective Diſpenſations, &c. 
has been ſeveral Times publiſhed, particularly by A x- 
THONY EGANE, B. D. Confeſſor-General of 
Treland. -The Pride falſely charged upon LuTHER, 
conſiſted in his honeſt Zeal to deliver the People from 
theſe ſhameful Burdens, particularly to ſtop the ſcan- 
dalous Traffick of Indulgencies. If Papiſts alledge Pride 
in LUTHER, as an Argument againſt Proteſtants ; they 
muſt allow the inſufferable Pride of Popes, ta be a much 


ſtronger Argument againſt Popery. W 
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night have Life eternal, 2 Tim. ili. 15. John xx. 31. 
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9 Iv. Proteſtants, accordingto our Bleſſed Saviour's Com- 


mands, call no Man Maſter, for one is their Maſter, 


even CHRIS; and accordingly they ſincerely [profeſs 
that Article of the Creed. I believe in Jeſus Chriſi oux 
Lon. In Caſes therefore where the Church of Rome 
had forſaken the Laws of Chriſt, it was great Wiſdom 
and Piety to forſake the corrupt Church of Rome, and 


obey Gop rather than Man. Thus for Inſtance, our 
Bleſſed Saviour inſtituted the holy Sacrament in both 
Kinds, and the Apoſtle expreſly tells the Corinthians, 
As often as ye (all the Church of Corinth) eat this Bread 
and. drink this Cup, ye do . ſhew the Lord's Death till he 
come, 1 Cor. xi. 26. In ſuch, Caſes therefore, it was - 
highly prudent to deſpiſe the falſe. Accuſation of Novelty, 
and return to the original Appointment of our Saviour, 
who beſt knew in what Manner it was proper for Chriſ- 
tians to commemorate the ſhedding of his moſt precious 
Blood. They, who call the Pope infallible, who preſumes 
to contradict the infallible Son of Gop,; may with equal 
Truth charge Proteſtants with, . Novelty, . becauſe they 
piouſly return to the antient Appointment of their bleſſed 
Saviour, who ſaid, Drint ye ALL of thin. 

So again, the Papiſts had multiplied the Objects of their 


Religious Worſhip, and, with vain Diſtinctions, applied to 
many Mediators ; Proteſtants wiſely returned to the plain 
Directions of the Scripture, where it is expreſly afleruy 
there is ONE God, and ON E Mediator between God. 

Men, the Man Chrift Feſus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. Tis the 
ſame in all other Caſes, where Proteſtants differ from Pax 
piſts; tis becauſe , theſe firſt differed; from the Hoy 
EZ SCRIPTURES, which are able to make us wiſe unto Sal- 
= vation thro Faith that is in Chriſt; and were written that 


we might believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, and. believing 
Proteſtants firmly believe that JesUs CHRIS has a 
Catholic or Univerſal Church, not confined, like the 
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his true Diſciples, thoſe who believe the holy Scriptures, 


 Obureh, the Communion of Saints. But vx 5 J 


- which owns Subjection to the Biſhop 


| 26 be all the Church of Curr,” 


_ Oburch: Cardinal BXLLARMTNE; their great Cham- | 


Miracles, external Pomp, Ge. 
| more uncharitable Diſtance from all the Friends of un- 


bittereſt Curſes againſt them for not being Members of a 
Church ſo corrupted. Vain is their boaſt Sf Unity, which 
is common to them and every Sect in the World, they 


Gery agreed in was the right Faith; for the friſt A- 


* 


Jewoſo, to one People or Nation; but in every Nation It 


and abſerve the Commands therein contained, are true 
Members of the Catholic or Univerſal Church. Under 
this" Perſuaſion,” Proteſtants can ſafely and truly 0 
chat Artiele of the Creed, I believe the holy Fark 4 


„ 


toe no more than War 9 ſmall Parte i i, 
of Rome. The 


Mayor of any Corporation might as properly ſay his 
Toton' was all England, as the Cbarcn of Rome pretend 


MN. Tis evident the Church of Rime, bas Wo wich | 
Matks by- which the Creed directs us to the 12 4 g 
df EAxrs T. It is not one, Holy Catholic 4 h b 


pion, has therefore invented other Marks, 1 25 as the un- 
happy End of the Church's Adyerſatics, the Glory 'of 


oa Firt, "The Romiſh Church is not 111 not having kept | 
"Unity of the Spirit in the Bond f Peace. None can | 
& leſs united with other Chriſtians, none at a greater or | 


eofrapted Chriftianity, than the Papiſts; they firſt ex- 
Ane their Fellow-Chriftians from their Communion, 
by unſufferable Corruptions ; and then pronounce the 


are all at Unity with thoſe of of their own Commumen j 
the Church of Nome leſs ſo than any other. Were they 
more agreed, it ſhould be conſidered, whether what 


greement 


Reement in Eerhr, is not Chtiſtian Unity, 


likewiſe do, among themſelves)%in'the'Tnterptetation'of 


- why be runnbt turn PARIS: I 
but a CDI 
bihation again the Truth. It would be-endleſsto mene 


tion the ſeveral Queſtions about which Papiſts are divided 


among themſclves—ſuch as, Whither Vows of fo ? Life 
ae % 3 What ' Worſhip "ily be given te 

dn Works be truly and properiy #: Vet 
as alſo the famnqus Diſpute betwizet the Dontinicans And 
Franciſeans, | Whether ib Vi MA RY away co 
withaut Sin; Beſides thoſe Di rence, which have lem 
agitated that Churchy and {till ſubſiſt with.” great Heat, 
twirt the Janſeniſlcund their tr Fhe Church of 
France is at this Day, an Inſtan of greater Dix iſtons 
the Popiſh ' Communion, - than are to be found in àn 
Photeltanc Church, Tis true, Proteſtants differ (as Papilty 


ſome ?Texts: of Geri ture, and in ſome of the Ocreino- 
_ Citcumſtatices' of Worſhip,” a8 there is al 4 f 
Variety of Rituals in different Popiſti Churches: 
ichſtanding the-artful and unwearied — 
Papiſts to divide Proteſtants," yet they ſtill agret in "the 
a gde of cho Stuiftian Patth, in all the Duties K 

85 Chriſtian' Life, and in 4 firm Belief that che hoh 
— aro yapleat Rule of Faith and Manmers. Ne- 
cording to the Apoſtles Account, "Epheſ iv. 4, 5. Mey 
have one hops" of niir calling, the Merey of Gop thro” 
the Merits of his Son; Oue Lord, ISS CAR r 
himiſelf; One Fuirb, the chief Articles whereof, ' founded 

upon Scripture, are contained in the antient Cteeds, af- 
ſented! to by all Proteſtant Churches; me Baptiſt with 
Water, in the Name of W ole wen And of the DE 
of the Holy Ohöſt. 

Thus are Proteſtants united wie} his ame Haag; 
Jasus CIS; and agreed in the gteat FWitits of 
gion, -tho' they differ upon ſome Matters bf les Toi 
ſequence; but. Papiſts not only differ in ay Regs 


_ which they call not very important, but are 


great! 
vided concerning that grand Point of Infull 75, Fr 
which | the whole Scheme of Popery 1 15 ſci, ion 


the 
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the noiſy boaſting about Infallibility, the Church of 

Rome. has never declared in what Hands it is lodged. 
Among the many Articles they have added to the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, it ſeemed. highly proper to have made one ta 
direct Mankind, ta the Seat of this Infallibility: for not 
ſure. with. whom. this Privilege is truſted, we may 

reſiſt this ſuppoſed-infallible Spirit, dy oppoſing thoſe who 
havę it; and may be miſled by applying to others, who. 
have it not. It gives little Satisfaction under this great 
Difficulty to ſay! the Church is infallible, when the Cate- 
chiſm. of the 1 * of Trent, p. 73. declares the 
Ghurch to be faithful. People diſperſed over the whole. 
Wirld, (Eccleſia eſt Populus fidelis per univerſum orbem 
diſperſus. ) Are we then to travel the Univerſe, and col- 
lect, the Opinions of Mankind upon every Article of 
Faith, or Caſe of Difficulty? If they confine the Word 
Church to the . Clergy only, new Difficulties will ariſe: 
what Clergy ? Is every individual Prieſt infallible ? This, 
y the Papiſts way... of; arguing, that it ſeems beſt there 
be an Infallibility, ought to be expected; and it 
might be added, that every Prieſt and other Perſon ſhould 


u free from Sin as well as Error. But ſince they don't 


2firm every Prieſt to be infallible, the Queſtion will re- 
turn, with what Number of them this high Privilege is 
?. is it with any One, or with more? Upon thisma- 


terial Queſtion, all the World knows how greatly the 


-hurch of Rome is divided. Some Papiſts lodge this In- 
teen with the Pope, others place it in a General Coun- 
ci 3 again unite theſe, and ſuppoſe a Pope and Ge- 

758 Cual concurring together to be infallible; while 
— — Sort aſcribe this Infallibility to the Church diffu- 
ſire, i. e. to the whole Body of Chriſtians. 

Theſe are Differences i in an Affair of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence. | So again, Pope P1vs's Creed obliges Men 
to receive and profeſs all things delivered, defined. and. 
declared by the ſacred Canons and General Councils, Yet 
TOP themſelves ae, that ſome of theſe Canons ow 
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} jelted, ſome. partly approved, and partly 
i — rejected nor approved. Popes have reverſed the 
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+ woby be bannt turn PxrIs T. 13 
deen altered and corrupted ; that tis impoſſible to be cer- 


” tain; whether many of them are genuine or not: And as 
to Councils, BELLARMINE himſelf owns ſome are re- 


and 
Decrees of Popes, and one Council has decreed Cy 


do another: thus the Lateran Council under Leo X. 


inveſted « the Pope with an abſolute Supremacy ; the 
Councils of Conſtance and _— on the contrary, make 
the. Pope ſubject to a Council. What Uncertainty and 
Confuſion muſt this produce in every ſerious Mind? How 
much more ſafe and comfortable is it to. ſearch the Scrip- 
tures (which all Proteftants acknowledge to be a com- 
ju Rule, and which Papiſts muſt own to be written by 
ivine . Inſpiration) than to perplex our Souls with the 
uncertain Decrees of Popes, and doubtful Canons of 
Councils; both which, Popes and Councils, according 
to the Notions of different Papiſts, may fall into Errors? 
Such is the Want of Unity in the Church of Rome / 
Were this Infallibility more fixt than it is, unleſs every 
private Prieſt that explains their Doctrine, was not only 
infallibly certain of the Truth, but infallibly honeſt in 


7 declaring it, and his Hearers infallible in their Apprehen- 


ſions, there is ſtill great Room to miſtake or be impoſed 
upon. Thus the boaſted Security in the Romih Church, 
is attended with perplexing Uncertainty, and their pre- 


© tended Unity a Scene of great Diſcord. 


Secondly, Neither can the Church of Rome be called 
a holy Church. There are too many Proteſtants, as well 
as Papiſts, whoſe Lives are not ſo regular as they ought 
to be; but with this Difference, that Proteſtant Princi- 
ples give not the leaſt Encouragement to wicked Practices; 
Proteſtants aſſume no Power of diſpenſing with the Laws 
of Gop, they have'no Indulgencies, no imaginary Stock 
of Merit to transfer from one ſinful Creature to another, 
no Works of Supererogation of a few pretended Saints, 
to balance the Crimes of real and great Sinners; na 
e | * Purgatory, 
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_ Purgatery,' to give Men Hopes of Relief hereafter, if | 


their. Lives are not agreeable to the Rules: of the Golſpe! 
Here. As the Proteſtant Religion is founded, not upon 


Word of Gop, ſo their Doctrine is not at all affected 


by the ſuppoſed Faults of ſome of the Reformers, or of 4 


any other particular Perſons. But the Religion of Papiſti, 
which depends ſo much upon the Honeſty; and Infallibility 
of Popes, is greatly affected by the Wickedneſs of thoſe, 


who have exerciſed that Office.” Beſides the many Ads 
of Wickedneſs and Cruelty committed by many celebrated 
Romiſh Church, no- 
thing ean be, more abominably wicked, than the 1 | 
and Actions even of their Popes. ewiſclves as the Popiſh 7 
Writers teſtify :, And among theſe very bad Men, it is re- 


Members, yea, and Saints of the 


te Bebaviour of fallible Wen, but upon the infallible 


10 


markable the my#-wicked Popes have been mg/? zealous to 
enlarge the Pawer of the Biſhops of Rome. Such as 


BoxiFace III. and VIII. HtpE BRAND, or Gx E- 1 


'60RY VII. Julius II. LEOX. 


Tbiraly, The Church of Rome is not Catholic. Wben 1 
Fapiſts aſſume this Name, they only prove their Uncha- % 
retableneſs and Vanity, The Doctrines of the Church of; 


Reme, far from having been received in all Ages, are 


new and modern; the Authority of that Church, ch nd 4 
larger than the Scriptures allow, reaches only to a dmail 4 
Part of the Chriſtian World. Notwithſtanding | the 
cruel and wicked Arts of Popes and their Creatures, 
the Violence and Perſecution : which has been uſed to 
ſpread the Popiſh' Superſtition, tho' thouſands and ten 


thouſands of valuable Lives have been ſacrificed to this 


Idolatrous Worſhip, yet tis, in compariſon, only a ſmall 


Part of the Chriſtian World, that owns the Authority 


of the Pope, and is united to the See of Rome. Many 


of choſe Nations, which had been ſeduced, have ſeen 


their Danger, and wiſely caſt off the corrupt Additioris 'bf 


the Romiſb Church. This: happy Change Providence 


n 
-2 


das brought about in great Part of Germany, - Denmiark, | 


ges Sweden, | 


- a » 
8 a 
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„Sweden, Norway, Holland, Great: Britain, | together 
o | — Countries in America © To theſe mult be added, 
that large Part of the World, that never ſubmitted to 
the Pope of Rome, the vaſt Empire of Ruſſia, and o- 
ther Branches of the Greet, Armenian, and Abyſſmiay 
Churches; that ſpread ſo widely thro' Aa, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
and other Parts of Africa. How ſmall a Part of the Chriſ- 
tian World is Popiſh, when compared with Countries of 
ſuch prodigious Extent, greateſt Part whereof were never 
brought in Subjection to the Nomiſb Yoke. Even in 
'& thoſe Countries where Popery is preſerved, the People are 
X forbid the Uſe of the Bible, for fear they ſhould come to 
the Knowledge of the Truth; and are reſtrained from 
the Profeſſion of the Truth by heavy Puniſhments, Pri- 
3 ſons, . Gallies, Tortures; in many Places by the dread- 
ful Terrors of a'cruel and unrelenting Tribunal, called 
the Inquiſition, And after all this, Papiſts vainly' and 
c bro pretend that theirs is the, Catholic Church, while 
the Proteſtant Faith and Worſhip have in Truth, the 
only claim to that Title; having been from the Begin- 
Inning in all Churches, and tranſmitted down thro* the 
ſeveral Ages of Chriſtianity, tho” depraved and corrupted 
Jin ſeveral Inſtances by thoſe Churches, which were units 
Ned to the Pope of Rome, 16% 7 48918 
* Fourthly, The Proteſtant Religion, being the true Re. 
ligion of the 2 f built 755 mn * — of the 
ZAPOSTLES *"rophets, - feſus Chrift himſelf bei 
the chief Cornerſtone. Our . — — vgs, 
the Miſſion of our Miniſters (whoſe Succeſſion is beyond 
Diſpute, and as certain as that of the Church of Rome) 
are perfectly unexceptionable, being agreeable to the Word 
of Gop. But all that is peciiliar to Papiſts, receiving 
the Communion in one Kind, bowing down en! 
BZ worſhipping Images and Pictures, praying to Saints and 
Angels, forbidding to marry, praying in an unknown 
Tongue, with many other groſs Exrors, is fo far from 
„ being Apeſtolical, that they we re invented many hundred: 


1 1 Persr AU REAS‚N e 
es, and are directly contrary to 
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Seripture; | Drink ye all of it, ſaid our Saviour, Matt. 
xxvi. 27. ſpeaking of the Cup at his inſtituting the Lord's 
Supper. Thou- ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſbalt thou ſerve, ſaid CR RTS, Matt. iv. 10. Let mo 
man beguile you-of your Reward, by a voluntary Humility 
and WORSHIPPING or ANGELS, ſaid St. PAUL, Col.ii, 
18. And 1 Tim. iv. 1, 3. Now the Spirit ſpeaketh ex- 

„that in the LATTER TIMEs, ſome ball DEPART 
from the Far H, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits and 
Dottrines 'of Devils, (Dæmons, or departed Spirits) 


'FORBIDDING TO "MARRY. And in 1 Cor. xiv, 19. 


( ſpeaking about the public Service of Gop in the 
Church) I had ' rather ſpeat five words with my under- 
 franding, that I might teach others alſo, than ten thouſand 
words in an UNKNOWN TonGUE. Thus expreſly in- 
conſiſtent/ and contradictory are Scripture and Popery, 
VI. The Inftruments Providence employed to ſhew 
the Falſhood and Danger of Popiſh Innovations, were 
Men' of eminent Piety and Zeal ; neither counted they 
their Lives dear, ſo that they might teſtify the true and 
Goſpel of the Grace of Gop. There were 
bfore LuTHER, in England, and diverſe other Places, 
great Numbers of wiſe and Men, who rejected the 
Abſurdities of Popery, and choſe rather to ſubmit to 
Death, than the wicked Impoſitions of the Pope. The 
Names and Characters of many of - theſe pious Perſons, 
who ſuffered for the Truth, are recorded in Mr. Fox's 
Book of Martyrs, and Mr. BRanDT's | Hiſtory of the 
Reformation in the Low Countries. Proteſtants, however, 
don't found their Doctrine upon the Characters of Men, 
but upon the infallible Word of Gop. And therefore, 
the ſuppoſed Faults of LuTHER, or any other Reformer, 
whom the Papiſts are ſo ready to accuſe, are no Argu- 
ment àgainſt the Proteſtant Religion; but the Crimes of 
many Popes, whom their own Writers have declared moſt 
abominabliy Wicked, are a ſtrong Argument againſt 
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Popery, becauſe ſo much of their Religion depends upon 
the Integrity and Infallibility of Popes. It appears from 
the Accounts given by their own Hiſtorians, that for a- 
bove 600 Years, | beſides Idiots and Boys made Popes, 
the See of Rome was filled with ſuch a Succeſſion of Popes, 
Jas were not only a Scandal to Chriſtianity, but a Diſ- 
grace to Human Nature; Blaſphemers, Murderers, 
Whoremongers, and Men moſt outrageouſly. proud, co- 
vetous and cruel, And is it poſſible to believe the pure 
and holy Spirit of Gon, could dwell in ſuch filthy 
Monſters of Sin, and Uncleanneſs of all Sorts? - 

VII. The ſeveral Steps taken by different Popes, to in- 
troduce and eſtabliſh their Authority in this Kingdom, 
were the moſt wicked and unjuſtifiable. Several old Wri- 
ters aſcribe the Murder of the antient Britiſh Chriſti 
to the Inſtigation of AusTIN the Monk; | becauſe they 
would not ſubmit to the Authority of the Pope, who 
ſent over AusTIN to convert the Saxons. And from 
that time to this the Popes have endeavoured to eſtabliſh 
their Power, by diſpenſing with Oaths of Subjects, by 
Excommunications, by encouraging Murders and Rebel- 
lions, as they did remarkably againſt Queen ELIZA- 
BETH, and the ſucceeding Princes; as they had alſo done 
formerly - againſt ſeveral Princes of their own: Commu- 
nion, becauſe they defended the Liberties of their People, 
and oppoſed the Uſurpations of Popes. Againſt ſuch 
Princes they were always ready to raiſe Rebellions. The | 
Encroachments of the Pope, met with great Oppoſition WW. 
in this Kingdom; long before HENRY VIII. many 
Acts of Parliament, which are the ſtrongeſt Declaration 
of the publick Senſe, were made againſt the Uſurpations 
of Popes in this Kingdom, and to prevent the heavy 
Taxes laid upon the People by various Contrivances of 
the Court of Rome. And when the Pope's Supremacy 
was totally ' caſt off in King Henry's Reign, it-was 
done in the moſt authentic and unexceptionable Manner; 
the Clergy in Convocation, ” bath Houſes of Parliament, 
; | Colle 
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| concurring in that beneficial and neceſſary Work, 
But this important Buſineſs of Reformation, was far 
from being finiſhed by King HE NR v, who in moſt 
of his Opinions agreed with the Romiſb Church, a 
appears by the Six Articles ſet out by His Order, 
even after his aboliſhing the Papal Authority. 
1. Whoever by Word or Writing denied Tranſubſtantia- 
tion. 2. Whoever maintained that Communion in both | 
Lindt was neceſſary. Or, 3. That it was lawful for 4 
 Priefts to marry. Or, 4. That Vows of Chaſtity might 
be broken. Or, 5. That private Maſſes were unprofit- 
able. Or, 6. That Auricular Confeſſion was not neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation. Whoever offended,in any or all of theſe 
Articles, were, by an expreſs Statute, ſubjected to the Pe- 
nalty of being burnt, or proſecuted as Felons ; and accord» i 
ingly, ſeveral Perſons were put to Death upon this 
ACt.—The Reformation being thus deficient, Providence 
Taiſed up other Inſtruments, to bring it to greater Perſec- 
tion, under that bleſſed Prince King Fowanh VI. Many} 
and good Men concurred in the happy Deſign : and 
tho' ſome Miſapplications were made of Money given to 
' the Church, yet theſe fell vaſtly ſhort of thoſe immenſe 
Sums of Money, that had been ſent abroad every Year, to 
to pamper the Pride and Luxury of Popes, Cardinals, and | 
Italian Prieſts; which can be looked upon as no better 
than a ſacrilegious Abuſe of the Church's Revenue, as it 
no way tended to promote Religion, but encouraged Idle- 
neſs and Vice. | ; | | 
A Letter from King ED WARD III. to the Pope juſtly | 
repreſents this Matter. By the Impaſiti ons and Provi- 
“ tons of the Apoſtolic See, which now grow more in- 
_ « * ſuppertable than ever, the Subſtance of CHRrIsT's | 
% Vineyard, contrary to the pious Intent and Order of the 
„ Donors, is detained in the Hands of the unworthy, 
<< and eſpecially Foreigners, who neither know the Face, 
% nor underſtand the Language of the Flock committed 
to them, but zwholly neglecting the Cure of Souls, like 
; > «c Hirelings, 
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« Hirelings, only ſeck temporal Gain; ſa the Worſhip 
= << of CRT 1 the Cure of Souls neglected, 
t << Hoſpitality withdrawn, the Rights of the Church loſt, 
xs the Houſes of the Clergy dilapidated, the Devotion of 

r, « the Laity decayed.” | 
ty. VIII. The Proteſtant Religion is founded and efta- 
bliſned upon Scripture, and has been embraced by vaſt 
Numbers of Good Chriftians, from the Beginning of 
Chriſtianity. Queen ELIZABETH, like an excellent 
and pious Princeſs, did not found à new Religion, but 
-wiſely eſtabliſhed the true Chriſtian Religion, as it had 
before been ſettled by lawful Authority. This Religion 
ſhe happily reſtored, free from the wicked Additions of 
Popery, which the Cruelty of Papi/ts, with the barba- 
rous Marder of fo many pious Chriſtians, forced upon 
the Engliſh Nation in the bloody Reign of Queen Mary. 
So that upon Queen Er1zABETH's Acceſſion to the 
Throne, nothing more was done, as appears by the 
| Statute Book, than to repeal the wicked and cruel Laws 
made in Queen Mary's Time, in Favourof a new 
to invented and ſuperſtitious Religion. All the Clergy con- 
1e tinued in their Pariſhes, except about 100; and about 
to the ſame Number of Dignitaries. A very ſmall Part, 
nd when compared with the whole Number of Clergy ; 
ter which (conſidering the Number of Pariſhes) can't be 
it reckoned at leſs than Ten thouſand. And can this Settle- 
le- ment of Religion be ſaid to be made againſt the Con- 
| ſent of the Clergy, when teſtified their Approba- 
ly | tion by complying with it? This Eftabliſhment of the 
1- Truth, happily reſtored by Queen ELIZABETR, the 
n- Papiſts themſelves complied with, and came regularly to 
the Church of England,for more than ten Years, till ſome 
be time after, Pope Pius V. with great Inſolence, pretended 
y, | to excommunicate Queen E112 ABETH, and abſolve her 
e, Subjects from their Allegiance; and publiſhed a Bull for that 
d wicked Purpoſe. *Tis leſs to be wondered at, that an 
te FF ambitious and covetous * ſhould take ſuch Meaſures, 
1 * 2 " - 
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$ if we conſider he 1% all his Power here, and likewiſe | 
vaſt Sums of Maney, of which upon one Pretence or o- 
ther this poor Kingdom was drained, to ſupport the | 
Pomp and Luxury of Papes and their Creatures, This 
had been complained of in the Reigns of many. of, our 
Kings, . and, ſeveral Laws were made againſt the En- 
.croachments and Oppreſſions of the Nation by the Qourt 
of Rome, whereby it appears, that a great Part of the 
Treaſure of the Realm was carried away, and diſpended 
out of the Realm; as it is expreſſed in an Act of Par- 
liament, made in the Reign of EpwarD III. Ano- 
ther Act of Parliament 25 HENRY VIII. ſays, The 
* Subjefts of the Realm have been, and yet be greatly 
<6, decayed and impoveriſhed, by ſuch intolerable Exattions 
<< of great Sums of Money, as have been claimed or | 

<< "taken, and yet continually be claimed to be taken out 

< of this Realm, by the Biſhop of Rome, called the 

<< Pope, as well in P enſions, Cenſes, Peter-pence, Pro- 

< curations, Fruits, Suits for Praviſions, and Expedi- 

tions of Bulls for Archbiſhopricks and Biſhopricks, and 

de for Delegacies, and Reſeripts in Cauſes of Contention 

< and Appeals, Turiſdittions Legantine, and ＋ r Diſ- | 

c penſations, Licences, Faculties, Grants, Relaxations, 

ce" 2 called perinde valere, Rebabilitations, Moli- | 

s tions, and other. INFINITE Sarts of Bulls, Brieves, 

1 < and Inſtruments of ſundry Natures, Names and Kinds, | 
| 


< in great Numbers heretofore praiſed and obtained, 
©. OTHERWISE than by the Laws, ue Uſes, and 

4 Cuftoms of this Realm ſhould be permitted.” . 
Queen ELIZABETH loved her People too well to 
ſubject them to ſo heavy a Yoke of Bondage. The Pope, 
in Revenge for this Juſtice in the good Queen, excom- 
municated her; and ſome time after, the Papiſts divided 
themſelves from the Church of England, with which 
they had complied before, and ſo were guilty of Schiſm, 
in ſeparating from an uncorrupted Chriſtian Church; 

„ 0.00 098 OD us they bole ate | 
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ther to ſupport the Pope's Uſutpations, than the Liber 
ties of their native Country, or the 'Pruth of the Goſpel; 
| $6 much are People blinded by Popiſh Superſtition! f 
IX. Tis evident that the Devotion of Proteſtants, tho? 
not calculated for the Applauſe of Men, is moſt agree- 
able to the Word of God. While the Popiſh Worſhip is 
Ja direct Contradiction to Scripture, 2 Col. xviii. Let nd 
Man beguile you of your Reward in a VOLUNTARY 
8 915 and WORSHIPPING OF ANGELS. Let any 
ſerious Perſon compare the ſolemn and affectionate Devo- 
tions in the Liturgy of the Church of England, the 
Confeſſions, Prayers, 'T hankſgivings, there humbly of- 
fered to ALMIOHTY Gop, the only Object of religi- 
ous Worſhip, in the Name, and thro” the Interceſſion of 
Jzsus CHRIST our only Mediator and Advocate? Let 
theſe excellent Prayers expreſs'd in a Language, which all 
the People underſtand, be compared with the abſurd and 
impious Corruptions of Divine Worſhip in the Church 
of Nome, which (as they have great Reaſon to be aſhamed 
of them) they wiſely expreſs in a Language that cannot 
be unde by all the People; and if ever they give a 
Tranflation of ſome of their Prayers to certain Perſons, 
this is an Acknowledgment that Proteſtants, are right 
in aſſerting that publick Worſhip ought to be in a Lan- 
guage underſtood ; beſides, what Relief is this to the Aged 
and Ignorant, who cannot read? Or what Communion, 
or joining in Prayer can be kept up, in this way, which 
is rather the private Worſhip of every particular Perſon? 
This is not all: How ſhocking muſt it be to every ſe- 
rious Chriſtian, to ſee in the fame Place at the fame 
Time, Religious Worſhip and ſolemn Prayers offered up 
to the eternal God, and a mortal Woman; nay,” to fee 
her treated with a much greater Regard; in many Caſes, 
more pompous Ceremonies uſed, more Offerings made 
to the Honour of the Virgin Mary, than to Gon 
himſelf, or our Bleſſed Saviour; befides, to ſee not only 
Angels, but Saints (ſome of them *tis to be feared very 
| B 3 great 
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great Sinners) applied to in a Religious Way, and an 
Oniniſcience which belongs to Gop 8 aſcribed 
to them, by addreſſing Prayers to them; addreſſing them 
as Mediators; when the Scripture ſays, there is but one 
Mediator JESUS CHRIST ; and our Bleſſed Saviour de- 
clares, John xiv. 6. No man cometh to the Father zur 
by me. The Severities practiſed by ſome Monks in the 
Church of Rome, are not ſo great as thoſe exerciſed by 
the Prieſts of BAAL, (1 Kings xviii. 28. who cried out, 
and cut themſelves with Knives and Lancets, till the Blood 
guſhed out) And this no more proves the Truth of one 
Religion, than of the other. Any one who conſiders 
the Riches, and Power, and Grandeur of Popes, Cardi- 
nals, &c, will not think Popery a Religion of Mortifi- 
cation. One of the good Ef-Qs of the Reformation 
was clearing the Nation of great Numbers of Manks, 
Friars and Nuns; who, under pretence of Retirement 
from the World, lived in Idleneſs, Debauchery, Forni- 
cation, and all Manner of Uncleanneſs. This had been 
long complained of, that theſe Vows of ſingle Life, con- 
trary to Nature, contrary to Scripture, which declares 
that Marriage is bonburable in all, theſe Vows (as ap- 
peats by Remonſtrances-made many Years before King 
HENRY VIII, to ſeveral Parliaments, and by many Com- 
plaints of ſober People) were the Occaſion of number- 
4 Diſorders, and of the Murder of Multitudes » 
hildren, as may be ſeen in Spelman's Council. Tom. II. 
Inſtead of theſe hurtful Endowments, Proteſtants promoted 
many glorious Works of real Charity, and continue ſtill 
to encourage neceſſary and uſeful Foundations. How 
many different Hoſpitals and Publick Schools have been 
generouſly. ereted ſince the Reformation; more 
Works of this Kind have been done by Proteſtants in a 
few Years, than the whole Time of Popery pro- 
duced. The City of London affords noble Inſtances of 
this Sort, All begun and carried en by Proteſtants 3 5M 


FF 'Y XX” © wy TT — ABU; aw - 2 


a> cs 4a © e ww hoe 2 e e A © ee eee 


| why he cannot turn PA IS TI. 25 


Blue-Coat Hoſpital, that noble Foundation; the ſeveral 
Hoſpitals for the Sick, the Lame, or the diſordered in 
Mind; the Charter- Hauſe, &c. nor are the Inſtances 


of Proteſtant Charity confined to this City, but extend 


themſelves far and near, witneſs the many publick Gram- 


mar- Schools; that uſeful Inſtitution of Charity-Schools 


Il over the Kingdom; to which may be added, the Care 
to propagate the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, by a SocttETY 
eſtabliſhed for that good Purpoſe. The Tenths and Firſt 
Fruits that uſed to be ſent to Rome, to feed the Luxury 
of Popes and their Creatures, are now piouſly paid by 
the Clergy who have better Benefices, for the Relief of 
their poor Brethren, not ſo well provided for. The 
Works of Charity among Proteſtants, vaſtly exceed 
both in number and value, any that the Papiſts can pre- 


tend to ; and there is this Advantage on the Proteſtant 


Side, that their Benefactions are really uſeful. 

X. All Kind of Arguments make for the | Proteſtants, 
and againſt the Papiſts. The faithful Servants of 
CHRIST, all true real Saints, have from the very Be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity, lived and died inthe Profeſſion 
of the Faith, embraced by Proteſtants ; which is the 
true Doctrine of the Goſpel, built upon unqueſtionable 
Miracles, and very different from the corrupt Doctrines 
of that Man of Sin, foretold 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. Who ex- 
alteth himſelf above all that is called God, fo that he as 
God ſitteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he 
is God, whoſe coming is after the working of Satan, 
with all Power,and Signs, and Lying Wonders: Of which 
lying Wonders or pretended Miracles, there are ſo many 
in the fabulous Legends of the Church of Rome, that the 
ſoberer Papiſts are much aſhamed of ſuch ridiculous Sto- 
ries, Proteſtants communicate with the whole Catholic 
Church of CHRIS, except where ſuch ſinful Terms 
are impoſed, as renders it criminal to hold Communion, 
which is the Caſe in the Romiſh Church. Papiſts, having 
by falſe Doctrine and Idolatrous Worſhip ſeparated from 
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Schiſmatical Sect, whereas the Doctrine and Worſhip of 

Proteſtants, is really catholic ; and profeſt by ſincere 
Chriſtians in all Ages of Chriſtianity, When the Fewifh 
| or. Heathen World was converted, they were taught 
I] - thoſe genuine Doctrines of the Goſpel, which are now 


Church at Rome, So that the very Arguments, which 
Papiſts would urge in Favour of their Religion, really 
make for the Proteſtants; Antiquity, perpetual Viſibility, 
2 Apoſtolical Succeſſion, and Miſſion, and all Properties of 
i the true Church make for us; Scripture is plainly on our 
ix Side, Reaſon alſo and our very Senſes : to both of theſe 
'1 the monſtrous Doctrine of T ranſubſtantiation is a groſs 
Contradiction, as it aſſerts the fame one Body to be in 
E ngland, in France, and a thouſand other Places at the 
ams Time. This Doctrine is ſo abſurd, that the Ac- 
count given of it in their own Creed is a ſufficient Con- 
futation. In the moſt haly' Sacrament of the Euchariſt, 
there is truly, really and $UBSTANTIAULLY, the Body 
and Blood, together with the SOUL ant Divinity of 
our Lord" Feſus Chrift, - Directly contrary to Heb. x. 
12. This man (JEsus CHRIST) after be had offered 
. * x og for Sins, for ever ſat down at the right Hand 
; e 8 e 


1 — 


XI. By the Papiſts own Confeſſion, Proteſtants muſt 
be on the much fafer Side. Our Doctrine, the antient 
Creeds confirmed by Seripture, they cannot poſſibly 
aſſert to be falſe; whereas their Doctrine is certainly 
falſe in every Article they have added to the antient 
Faith, ſuch as T ranſubſtantiation, Purgatory, pray ing 
to Saints, c. Our Worſhip, paid only to Gon the FA- 
.THER, Sox, and Hol Gros, tis impoſſible to 
condemn or. cenſure, whereas their Worſhip is very 
faulty and Idolatrous; ours is commanded in Scripture, 
theirs forbid; thou ſhalt not MAKn to thy ſelf xx A- 
VEN, IMAGE; nor the likeneſs of any e 1 in 
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"tis impoſſible not to fix upon them the Charge of Hereſy - 
In 335 g ee. K oa Re 7 and | 
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db) be cannot turn PAT T. 
Heaven above—thou ſbalt not Bow DOWN to them, NOR. 
worſhip them. OY N 
The holy Sacraments are duly and regularly, and com- 
pleatiy adminiſtred by our Miniſters; certainly not ſo in 
the Church of Rome In Baptiſm they add many ſu- 
perſtitious Ceremonies; in the Lord's Supper they omzt - 
giving the Cup. By our Miniſters, both theſe Ordinan- 
ces are diſpenſed according to our Saviour's own Appoint- 
ment ; as Papiſts themſelves muſt own, and the Scrip- 
tures plainly ſhew. Papiſts are guilty of a fundamental 
Error in making the Pope HEAD of the Church, when 
it is expreſly ſaid, that Chriſt is the Head of the Body, 
the Church, Col. i. 18. Epheſ. i. 22. And tis impoſſible 
to give any one good Argument to prove the Pope ſupe- 
rior to any other Chriſtian Biſhop. Tis certain St. PE- 
TER never claimed any Superiority over the Apoſtles, nor 


did St. PA u L acknowledge it, when he withſtood him to 


his Face; Gal. ii. 11. When Peter came to Antioch, I 
withſtood him to the Face, becauſe he was to be blamed. 
The greateſt Charity is compelled by the Force of 
Truth, to call the Papiſts, both Schiſmaticks and Heres 
ticks, and to declare that where they have means of better 


Inſtruction, as is the Caſe in England, they run the ut> 


moſt Hazard of their Salvation. -Papifts are evidently 
very groſs Schiſmaticts, they will not join with out 
Chureh, which they can't accuſe of one Fault in'Docs 
trine, Worſhip, or the Adminiſtration of the holy Satra- 
ments; and they have introdueed ſo many 
Corruptions in all theſe, that it is impoſſible for us, with- 

out greatly offending Gon, to join with them. Is not 
this breaking Chriſtian Union, when they will neither 


join with us, nor endeavour a RefSrmation' of thoſe Abu⸗ 


ſes, which hinder us from "communicating with them. 
As they have greatly corrupted the Chriſtian Doctrine in 
all the Articles of that new Creed, *publiſhed by Pope 
Prius, above 1500 Vears aſter CHR 18 T and his Apoſtles, 
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Living and the Dead, The Apoſtle on the contrary, 


and as their Worſhip alſo is direct contrary to Scripture, 
and ſo plainly idolatrous (if there can be ſuch a thing a5 
Idolatry) tis a neceſſary Truth that every one whd joins 
in theſe Abominations, isan Enemy to the Purity of the 


' Goſpel ; and if he has Opportunity of better In ion, 


expoſes his Soul to the utmoſt Danger. 

XII. Tho' invincible Ignorance, and the Want of 
better Inſtruction, may be an Excuſe to ſome Papiſts, 
yet their Religion itſelf lays them under great and dange- 


rous Diſadvantages. To have the holy Bible locked up 


from them, is to be deprived of the Means of Know- 
ledge, Comfort and Satisfaction. As St. PA u I. declares, 
Rom. xv. 4. I batſoever things were written aforetime, 
were written for our LEARNING, that we through Pa- 
tience and COMFORT of the SCRIPTURES might have 
Hope. Which Scriptures, tranſlated from their proper 
* the Proteſtants enjoy pure and uncorrupted, 
235 all learned Men know and allow. To worſhip in an 
unknown Tongue, 7. . in Words we don't underſtand, 
is loſing all the Advantages of Prayer. Therefore ſays 
the Apoſtle, I will pray with the Spirit, and will pray 
with THR UNDERSTANDING alſo, 1 Cor. i. 14. In 
which Chapter the Caſe of praying in an unknown 
Tongue, is clearly decided againſt the Papiſts. Whatever 
be the Caſe of thoſe who come from foreign Countries, 
or pretend to be ordained by Biſhops unknown to us; 
whether they are regularly ordained or not, tis certain 
our Clergy are duly. and regularly appointed to their Of- 
fice, which the People are convinced of by ſeeing them 
ordained ; and as they have unqueſtionably an apoſtolical 
Miſſion, ſo they adminiſter the Sacraments according to 
our Bleſſed Saviour's own Appointment ; while theſe ho- 
ly. Ordinances are greatly corrupted by the Adminiſtration 
of Popiſh Prieſts, who miſlead People by perſuading 
them to truſt to the Sacrifice offered in the Maſs ; which 
their Creed thus expreſſes, In the Maſs there is offered 
to God, a true, proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice 4. the 
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Heb. x. 10, 12. We are ſanctified thre the offering 
the Body eſus Chriſt ONCE FOR ALL—by ONE of 
fering he hat tn ep for ever them that are ſanttified.. 
Proteſtants have the Comfort and Security of truſting to 
this one effedtual Offering made by JesUs CHRIS 
himſelf, Proteſtants propoſe no other Method of Salva- 
tion but Faith, Repentance, and ſincere Obedience, thro? 
the Merits of CyrisT; and truſt to his Interceſſion 
aloe, whom they are ſure the Father always heareth. 
Papiſts have a Variety of Inventions, to encourage People: 
in the wide and eaſy way of living, with little or no 
Apprehenſion about their future State. They have a 
Pope who can diſpenſe with the Laws of Gop, ſet-a 
Price upon the Commiſſion and Pardon of Sin, and ſhew 
an eaſy Method of Salvation by Pilgrimages, Penances, 
Indulgencies, Prayers and Maſſes for the Dead; by which 
even the Fears of . are ſo far leſſened and abated, 
that none need dread that temporary Puniſhment, who 
can leave Money to buy it off. | | 
Extreme Unction is another Artifice of Popiſh Prieſts, 
to excite falſe Hopes in the Minds of the People, which 
Proteſtants have wiſely diſuſed, as it is no longer attended 
with the miraculous Effects to raiſe up, i. e. heal the fick, 
mentioned by St. JAMEs, for which it was uſed in the In- 
fancy of Meg ages 2 when, among other Miracles, it 
was expedient for the Support of the Faithful, and Con- 
viction of Unbelievers. | 

XIII. The Proteſtant Religion affords great 

in Matters of Faith, as it is founded upon the infalli 
Word of Gop, which Papiſts alſo profeſs to believe to 
be of Divine Inſpiration, If the Scriptures are not a 
Rule to guide us in the moſt important Inquiries, why 
do Papiſts appeal to them as the only Proof of the pre- 
tended Authority and Infallibility of their Church: If 
we ask why we are to believe the Sup of the Pope, 
or yield to the Authority of their Church ? they tell us, 
the Scripture has aſcribed this Power to the See of Rome, 
| and 
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and quote Texts for that Purpoſe; If therefore the 
Scriptures be no Rule to guide us, why do they refer us 
to Sctipture? And if it be a Rule, if, as they pretend, it 
will prove T ranſubſtantiation, or a r of their Doc- 
trines, why may we not pay a Regard to the plaineſt De- 
clarations contained therein upon other Points? Thus, for 
Inftance, are not theſe Words of our bleſſed Saviour, 
Drink ye all of this, a much clearer Command to receive 
in both Kinds, than that faying to PETER (who had 
confeſſed that IE sus was CHRIST, the Son of the livi 
God) Thon art Peter, and upon this Rock will I 140 
my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it—is a Proof of any Authority or Infallibility in the Pope. 
The Truth of the Caſe is, whenever the Papiſts think 
they can draw a Text of Scripture, to ſeem to favour 
amy of their Notions, then they appeal to Scripture ; hut 
whenever Scripture is urged againſt them, then they en- 
deavour to ſink its Credit. And at the fame time refet 
us to the Writings of the Fathers, and to Canons, and 
Decrees of Councils, as by the laſt Article of the Creed 
of Pope Pius; when all the World knows how much 
taſjer it is to underſtand the ſacred Writings, than theſe 
Compoſitions of fallible Men. If this won't do, they 
amuſe us with the Word Church, as if that had any 
Nelation to the uſurped Authority of the Pope of Rome, 
who is never once mentioned or referred to in the whole 
New Teſtament, as being inveſted with any peculiar 
Authority. Proteſtants don't vainly pretend to an Infal- 
libility, which is no where promiſed in Scripture, and not 
to be expected, any more than an abſolute Freedom from 
Sin, in this preſent imperfect State; but they think 
themſelves ſecure of the Divine Mercy, as promiſed in 
the holy Scriptures, thro' the Merits of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, while they embrace the holy Scriptures with a 


ſincere Faith, and endeavour to conform their Lives to 


the Precepts thereof. Their Religion does not depend 
upon the Character of Lr HER, or any other Proteſ- 
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tant, 


ant; much leſs can they think of embracing the Popiſh 


Church. Reaſon, Scripture and Antiquity, are certainly 
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o&rines, which have been propagated and ſupported 
by very bad Men, who have fat in the Papal Chair; and 
ure directly contrary to thoſe Divine Writings, which all 
Sides own to be written under the Direction of the in- 
falkble Spirit of God. There is beſides an inſuperable 
Difficulty that Papiſts labour under, as to the Validity 
of all Miniſtrations in their Church; which, after al 
their boaſting of Infallibility, introduces the greateſt Un- 
certainty ; for, by 11 Canon, Seff. 7. 2 the Council of 
Trent, they make the Intention of the Prigſt neceſſary in 
the Adminiſtration of Sacraments ; ſo that unleſs 2 Prieſt 
intend to baptize, a Child is not baptized, nor any other 
ſacred Office performed. But who can anſwer for the 
intentions of a Man, whoſe Thoughts may eaſily wan- 
der from the Buſineſs he is-engaped in, and if they do 
wander, the Innocent muſt ſuffer ; no Sacraments are ad- 
miniſtred, and conſequently the moſt devout, beſt mean- 
ing People receive no Benefit. pe. 

Upon the whole, tis very plain, that after all the 
vain Pretences of the Church of Rome, there is neither 
Truth, Safety nor Certainty in that corrupt and cruel 


on the Proteſtant Side. Let us therefore hold faſt the 
Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering ; and not he 
carried about with eyery Wind of Doctrine, by the 


Slight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby they 


lie in wait to deceive. 
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againſt the Arguments which his Grace Joan late Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury made uſe of in his Sexmong againſt Popery, | 
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The Hiſtory of the Inquiſition, with an Account of the 
Cruelties exerciſed therein. Written by one of the. Secretaries 
r 
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under a Popiſh Prince, acting according to thoſe Laws. 2. That 
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curity that he will not execute theſe Laws upon them. With 2 
Preface againſt perſecuting and deſtroying Hereticks. By 2 
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RET” HE Life of God in the Soul of Man: or, the Natal 
r and Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion. With Ning 
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| A ſhort and plain Inſtruction for the better Underſtand. 
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the Office of the holy Communion, with proper Helps and Di- 
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and Benefit, 1 210. N 
The New Teſtament, with References ſet under the Text in 
Words at length; fo that the parallel Texts may be ſeen at one 
tew. To which are added, the Chronology, the Marginal 
eadings, and Notes chiefly on the difficult and miſtaken Texts 
of. Scripture. With many more References than in any Edition 
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M. A. 86. | 
 Chriftus Sacre Scripture Nucleus : or, Chrift the Sum and 
Subſtance of all the Holy Scriptures in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, Written in German, by AucusTus HERMANNUS 
Franck, Profeſſor of Divinity at G/aucha. And now render'd, 
into Engliſh. With ſome Account of his Life, 890. | 
The Practice of True Devotion, in relation to the End, as 
well as the Means of Religion. With an Office for the Hol 
Communion. By RoszxT NeLson, Eſq; The Ninth Edi- 
tion. To which is prefixed a Character of the Author, 1 2. 
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